Homily Summary — 5'" Sunday of Easter (Year A)
Overview: We reflect on Jesus’ comforting words to His disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” In a world filled
with anxiety and uncertainty, Jesus calls us to place our trust fully in Him. We reflect on Heaven as the eternal home God
prepares for us, Jesus as “the way, the truth, and the life,” and the mystery of the Trinity revealed through Christ. It also
encourages us to build our lives on Jesus through prayer, obedience, trust, and relationship with Him. Additional
reflections include the importance of Catholic education, Marian devotion during the month of May, and welcoming
new vocations in the Church.

Main Points

1. “Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled”
e Jesus repeatedly encourages trust over fear. Trusting God like a child trusts loving parents brings peace.
e Faith does not mean passivity; we cooperate with God through prayer and action.
e St. Augustine’s wisdom was highlighted: “Pray like it all depends on God, work like it all depends on you.”

2. Jesus Reveals His Divinity
e Jesus says: “You have faith in God; have faith also in me.”
e This is not separating Himself from God, but revealing that He is equal with the Father.
e Jesus invites the apostles to place the same faith in Him that they place in God.

3. Heaven Is Our True Home
e Jesus promises: “l am going to prepare a place for you.”
e Heaven is the fulfillment of every human longing and union with God forever.
e God desires eternal happiness for us because He loves us deeply.
e Heaven is beyond human imagination and understanding.

4. Jesus Is the Way, the Truth, and the Life
e Thomas asks how to get to Heaven. Jesus answers: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.”
e Following Jesus personally and obeying His commandments is essential for salvation.
e Christianity is not just about ideas, but about relationship and discipleship.

5. The Trinity Revealed
e Jesus tells Philip: “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”
e The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God in three Divine Persons.
e Each Person of the Trinity loves us and desires relationship with us.

6. Living the Faith Daily
We are called to:
e Put God at the center of life.
e Support authentic Catholic education.
e  Grow closer to Mary during the month of May.
e Pray Marian devotions such as:
o The Rosary
o The Brown Scapular
o The Miraculous Medal
o The Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Key Bible Verses (NRSVCE):
e John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”
e John 14:2-3: “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places...”
e John 14:6: “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
e John 14:9: “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”
e 1 Corinthians 2:9: “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard... what God has prepared for those who love him.”
e Matthew 22:37-39: “You shall love the Lord your God... and your neighbour as yourself.”



Reflection Questions
1. How can | place God more at the center of my daily life?
Do | truly trust Jesus when life becomes difficult or uncertain?
Am | actively journeying with Jesus who is “the Way”?
What practical steps can help me grow closer to Heaven?
Do | strive to speak the truth and live truthfully like Jesus?
How can | grow in relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
What Marian devotion could | practice during the month of May?
How can | support Catholic education and faith formation in my community?
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Rhyme summary:
Let not your hearts be troubled, as Jesus gently shares. Put all your trust in God and know He always cares.
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, the Life - the only road, He leads us safely home to our final Heavenly home.
In His Father’s house, a place for us is prepared, where joy and peace and love forever will be shared.
This May we walk with Mary, who is always full of grace, and let the Good Shepherd, Jesus, lead you in His warm
embrace.

Some Scriptural reasons to come to Mass each weekend
Exodus 20:8 - "Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy."
Acts 2:42 - "They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers."
Hebrews 10:24-25 - "And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
approaching."
Luke 22:19 - "Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”"
John 6:53-54 - "So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and | will raise them up
on the last day."
Matthew 18:20 - "For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them."
Psalm 122:1 - "l was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!""
Colossians 3:16 - "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God."

Additional resources to learn more about God and the Catholic faith
e Check out the resource list available on www.frmerkley.com
e Catholic Answers: https://www.catholic.com/
e Word on Fire: https://www.wordonfire.org/
e Formed: https://formed.org/
e The Coming Home Network: https://chnetwork.org/
e Catholic Exchange: https://catholicexchange.com/
e Dynamic Catholic: https://dynamiccatholic.com/
e The Augustine Institute: https://augustineinstitute.org/
e Ascension Press: https://ascensionpress.com/
e EWTN: https://www.ewtn.com/
e The Catholic Company: https://www.catholiccompany.com/
e Busted Halo: https://bustedhalo.com/
e CatholicCulture.org: https://www.catholicculture.org/
e The Thomistic Institute: https://thomisticinstitute.org/
e Ignatius Press: https://www.ignatius.com/
e Catholic Education Resource Center (CERC): https://www.catholiceducation.org/
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