Homily Summary — 6'" Sunday of Easter (Year A) — Mother’s Day

Short Overview: We reflect on the beauty and vocation of motherhood during Mother’s Day weekend and connect it
with the Easter season, devotion to Mary during the month of May, and National Family Life Week in Canada. The
faithful are encouraged to give thanks for mothers and all who have shown maternal care, to remain rooted in Easter
joy, and to rely on the Holy Spirit in family life and daily struggles. Mary, our Blessed Mother, is a model of love, faith,
and spiritual motherhood.

Main Points
1. Honoring Mothers
e Mothers reflect God’s love through sacrifice, tenderness, faith, and care. We honor living mothers with gratitude
and remember deceased mothers through prayer and loving remembrance.
e Spiritual mothers, adoptive mothers, and all who nurture others in love also deserve gratitude.
2. Mary and the Month of May
e May is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mary is associated with new life, hope, and springtime
because she brings us Jesus Christ, “the Resurrection and the Life.”
e Catholics are encouraged to grow closer to Mary through devotions such as the Rosary, the Brown Scapular, the
Miraculous Medal, and the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
3. Family Life and the Holy Spirit
e Family life contains joys, struggles, and ordinary moments where God is still present.
e Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will remain with us as our Advocate, guide, and teacher.
e Parents continue to reflect God’s love throughout every stage of family life.
e Families are encouraged to pray together and frequently invoke the Holy Spirit.
4. Continuing Easter Joy
e Even though Easter Sunday has passed, the Church is still celebrating the Easter season.
e Christians are called to continue living with joy, gratitude, and hope.
e St. Augustine reminds believers to continue singing “Alleluia” even amid difficulties because we are made for
eternal joy in heaven.

Key Bible Verses

John 14:23 - “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our
dwelling with him.”

Psalm 67:1 - “Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.”

Catechism of the Catholic Church References
The Family as a Domestic Church

e (CCC 1655-1658 - The family is the “domestic church,” where faith is first taught and lived.
The Role of Parents

e CCC2221-2231 - Parents have the mission of educating children in faith, prayer, and virtue.
Mary as Mother of the Church

e CCC963-975 - Mary is the spiritual mother of all believers and an example of discipleship.
The Holy Spirit as Advocate

e CCC683-747 - The Holy Spirit strengthens, guides, sanctifies, and remains with the Church.
Christian Joy During Trials

e (CCC1817-1821 - Christian hope gives believers joy even amid suffering and uncertainty.

Reflection Questions
1. How can | thank God for the gift of motherhood?
Who in my life deserves more gratitude for the ways they have “mothered” me?
How can my home become more rooted in prayer, love, and faith?
Do | regularly invite the Holy Spirit into my daily life and family life?
How can | continue living with Easter joy even during ordinary struggles?
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Final Thought: Motherhood, family life, and the Christian journey are all sustained by God’s grace. Through the love of
mothers, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the example of Mary, Christians are called to live with joy, gratitude, and
hope — continuing to sing “Alleluia” throughout every season of life.

Rhyme summary: Happy Mother’s Day to mothers near and far, your tender love and sacrifice act as a guiding
star. We bring you flowers this joyful weekend through, and crown sweet Mary with blossoms fresh and new.
In May she shines like springtime’s warm embrace, bringing Jesus, Life and Resurrection’s grace. The Holy
Spirit, our advocate divine, walks with every family, makes our joy shine.

Some Scriptural reasons to come to Mass each weekend
Exodus 20:8 - "Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy."
Acts 2:42 - "They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers."
Hebrews 10:24-25 - "And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
approaching."
Luke 22:19 - "Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”"
John 6:53-54 - "So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and | will raise them up
on the last day."
Matthew 18:20 - "For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them."
Psalm 122:1 - "l was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!""
Colossians 3:16 - "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God."

Additional resources to learn more about God and the Catholic faith
e Check out the resource list available on www.frmerkley.com
e Catholic Answers: https://www.catholic.com/
e Word on Fire: https://www.wordonfire.org/
e Formed: https://formed.org/
e The Coming Home Network: https://chnetwork.org/
e Catholic Exchange: https://catholicexchange.com/
e Dynamic Catholic: https://dynamiccatholic.com/
e The Augustine Institute: https://augustineinstitute.org/
e Ascension Press: https://ascensionpress.com/
e EWTN: https://www.ewtn.com/
e The Catholic Company: https://www.catholiccompany.com/
e Busted Halo: https://bustedhalo.com/
e CatholicCulture.org: https://www.catholicculture.org/
e The Thomistic Institute: https://thomisticinstitute.org/
e Ignatius Press: https://www.ignatius.com/
e Catholic Education Resource Center (CERC): https://www.catholiceducation.org/
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